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Cuppa Corner Celebrates Robbie Burns 
 

By Rita Makkannaw 

 
With smaller crowds interested in  
special events, the committee       
responded by not producing a        
major diner but rather combining    
entertainment with the well-attended 
Tuesday Cuppa Corner. 
 
The festivities began with Mell Miller 
piping in the performers followed by a 
reading by Dan MacMullin of Robert 
Burns poems from a 200 year old   
poetry book, while his brother Don 
played the penny whistle in the background. Both were dressed in their  
finest Scottish outfits. 
  
CLSAôs own Rhiannon Perley-Waugh, dressed in her Scottish outfit     
entertained us with the highland fling and later followed up with the sailorôs 
hornpipe dance.  
 
Then the Haggis was piped in, carried by Tracy Thorne, and samples were 
passed out to everyone who dared try this Scottish delicacy.  
 
Ken and Margaret Thomas were two of the 80+ guests in attendance,    
including some visitors from The Waterford of Summerlea. The Thomasô, 
both having Scottish blood running through their veins. They thoroughly          
enjoyed the connection to their heritage.  

 
Join us at Cuppa Corner 

on  
Tuesday Feb. 13  
for special  

Valentineôs Day 
themed  

entertainment and  
activities. 
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Recap: Christmas 2017 at the Hotel MacDonald 
By Rita Makkannaw 

Christmas at Hotel MacDonald was an unforgettable experience. About 60 people gathered to share 
a fantastic meal and enjoy a historical tour of one of Edmontonôs finest old hotels. 
 

ñWalking into the front entrance was a transformation into a Christmas wonderland filled with       
decorations and trees all decked out for the festive season,ò said Gloria Smith, one of the            
attendees. ñThe decor was guaranteed to put you in the Christmas spirit.ò  

 

Everyone was directed to the big ballroom where they were dazzled by the high ceilings lit by       
numerous large chandeliers. It was designed to reflect an old tradition of women throwing their    
jewelry to hang in the chandeliers. The modern design reflects this old tradition. 
 

The finest food was laid out for all to enjoy. It included turkey, salmon, numerous salads and       
vegetables. The dessert table was the grandest of all with every type of goodies imaginable.  
 

After the meal, everyone got a historical tour of the grand old hotel that first opened in 1915. ñThe 
most prestigious room of all was the menôs smoking room with the dark, rich wood and a view over 

the river valley.ò Said Gloria. ñWhat a fine event it was.ò 
 

CLSA offers another Offsite Adventure for High Tea at Hotel Macdonald on Valentineôs Day. This 
royal tradition ï savoring a variety of 
sweets, sandwiches and tea, followed by 
a tour of this historic landmark has limited 
space.  So register early using Barcode 
614354. The cost is $52 and includes 
transportation from the centre.  

 


